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Overview

• EirGrid’s policy on renewables
• Where we are now
• What lies ahead
• EirGrid collaborations
• Conclusion



EirGrid’s Renewables Policy
Committed to national renewables targets

As a core part of our corporate objective of becoming a World 
Class TSO, EirGrid intends to be a world leader in the facilitation of 
renewables.  In order to achieve this, EirGrid is committed to 
proactively working with all stakeholders and customers to ensure 
all government targets in relation to renewables are realised while 
ensuring the continued security, safety and reliability of the power 
system.
…
In summary, EirGrid is committed to supporting the achievement of 
national renewables targets in a co-ordinated, proactive and 
transparent manner. 

www.eirgrid.com



The Successes
Over 9% Energy from Renewables (2006)

Renewable Generation 2006
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The Successes
800MW of Wind Generation Integrated to Date

Installed Wind Power to Date
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The Successes
Over 100MW of Wind Generation Integrated this Year

Installed Wind Capacity
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Gate 2
451MW Contracted

ARBANK (60.0 MW)
ARKLOW BANKS 

ARKLOW (25.5 MW)
ARKLOW BANKS 

BALLYWATER (31.5 MW)
BALLYWATER

CASTLEBAR 
22.1 MW

BELLACORICK 
6.5 MW

GALWAY 
4.0 MW

TRIEN 
4.2 MW

(7.6 MW)TRALEE 
31.0 MW 

(32.0 MW)

SOMERSET 
7.7 MW

ARDNACRUSHA 
3.2 MW
(7.5 MW)

TULLABRACK 
12.6 MW

KNOCKEARAGH 9.4 MW

DUNMANWAY 
16.5 MW
(4.3 MW)

BANDON 
(4.5 MW)

TONROE 
5.9 MW

TRILLICK
9.8 MW

(14.0 
MW)

LETTERKENNY
36.9 MW

ARIGNA 
11.0 MW

BOOLTIAGH 
19.5 MW

WEXFORD 
11.9 MW 
(27.0 MW)

MEENTYCAT
71.0 MW

SHANKILL
3.0 MW

(3.0 MW)

CRANE 
5.0 MW

CARLOW
2.6 MW
(5.0 MW)

BALLYLICKEY 
(28.1 MW)

DERRYBRIEN 
60.0 MW

BINBANE
0.7 MW

CUNGHILL 
23.8 MW

CORDERRY
26.7 MW
(3.4 MW)

IKERRIN 
5.1 MW

GOLAGH 
15.0 MW

RATRUSSAN
(94.8 MW)

MEATH HILL 
15.0 MW

CATHALEEN’S FALL
6.5 MW

ARKLOW 
25.2 MW

BALLYWATER
31.5 MW

DALLOW 
(6.8 MW)

RATHKEALE
(12.5 MW)

GLENLARA 
(36.5 MW)

BUTLERSTOWN 
(1.7 MW)

EXISTING WIND FARM 
COMMITTED WIND FARM

110 kV NODE

MW

(MW)

COOMAGEARLAHY (42.5 MW)

SORNE HILL
(32.1 MW)

DRYBRIDGE
1.7 MW

MOY
(6.0 MW)

DUNDALK
(7.5 MW)

MALLOW
(20.0 MW)

ATHEA 
(51.0 MW)

GLANLEE  (29.8 MW)

COOMACHE
O 

(41.2 MW)

CLAHANE 
(37.8 MW)

MONEYPOIN
T
(21.9 MW)

Connected 803MW
Contracted 451MW
Offer Process 1344MW
In Queue 2830MW

Total: 5428MW



What Lies Ahead
33% of Energy from Renewable Sources by 2020

Installed Wind against 2020 RES Target
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What Lies Ahead
The Challenges

• Frequency regulation
• Reactive power support
• Operational planning
• Network planning
• Wind forecasting
• Processing, planning and construction of unprecedented 

numbers of connections
• Flexible plant
• Interconnection



EirGrid Collaborations
Committed to proactive engagement

International
• Utilities Wind Integration Group (UWIG)
• International Energy Agency Task 25 – Design and Operation of 

Power Systems with Large Amounts of Wind Power

European
• European Wind Integration Study (EWIS)
• ANEMOS, ANEMOS.plus (wind power prediction)

National/All Island
• All Island 2020 Grid Study
• IWEA, SEI, CER, Government



Conclusions

• 800MW of wind generation integrated successfully to 
date

• EirGrid supportive of government targets
• Continued working with all stakeholders is crucial to 

success
• EirGrid well placed an on track for successful integration 

of 33% renewables by 2020





Regions with High Wind Penetration

38%Ireland (800MW wind, 
300 Export)

40%Gotland (Sweden)

44%Schleswig Holstein 
(Germany)

58%West Denmark

Maximum Wind Power
Lowest Consumption + Export CapacityRegion


