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7 NETWORK CAPABILITY FOR NEW GENERATION 

This  chapter  descr ibes the resu l ts  of  the incrementa l  t ransfer  capabi l i ty  ( ITC) ana lys is ,  

descr ibed in  Chapter  6 and in  Appendix G in  more deta i l ,  which was carr ied out  to 

determine the capabi l i ty  of  the gr id  to accommodate changes in  generat ion.  Us ing these 

resu l ts  i t  d iscusses the expected “opportun i ty” for  generat ion deve lopment at  var ious 

parts  of  the network.   

“Opportun i ty”  re lates to the capaci ty  ava i lab le for greater use of  the gr id  wi thout  the 

need for  re in forcements beyond those a lready p lanned.  The purpose of  these studies i s 

to ind icate where connect ions would requ i re deep11 re inforcements.  Appendix F prov ides 

addi t iona l  informat ion about the l ike ly  sca le of  deve lopments requi red. 

Where gr id capabi l i ty  i s  shown as l imited,  th is  means that addit iona l  deep 

re inforcements wi l l  be necessary to fac i l i tate the connect ion of  new generat ion.  I t 

shou ld not be in terpreted as meaning that new generat ion may not  be connected.   

The TSO wi l l  in i t ia te such re in forcement projects  as necessary once a generator has 

s igned a connect ion agreement.  However ,  i t  shou ld be noted that  a connect ion that  

requi res long lead-t ime deep re in forcements may have impl icat ions for  the generator  

deve loper .  Depending on access po l icy ,  the generator ’s  ab i l i ty  to connect  or  to export  a l l  

i t s  power may be l imi ted unt i l  such t ime as those re in forcements are completed.  I t 

would be helpfu l  therefore to generator deve lopers and the TSO i f  the deve lopers  would 

consu l t  the TSO ear ly  in  the i r  deve lopment process to exp lore opt ions re lat ing to the i r  

proposa l  thus enabl ing them to make t imely dec is ions.  

7.1 ITC RESULTS FOR LARGE GENERATION AT SELECTED 220 KV 

STATIONS  

This  sect ion presents  the capaci ty for  bu lk  power t ransfers  on the t ransmiss ion system 

from new generat ion connect ing at se lected 220 kV stat ions.   

There are twenty- f ive 220/110 kV stat ions on the system. F i f teen 220 kV stat ions 

(compr is ing a lmost  a l l  220 kV stat ions outs ide Dubl in  and a representat ive number in  

Dubl in)  have been se lected to i l lust rate the capabi l i ty  of  the gr id to accommodate new 

power transfers  between d i f ferent  areas resul t ing f rom the connect ing of  new 

generat ion.  F igure 7-1 i l lustrates the locat ions of  the 220 kV stat ions se lected.  The 15 

stat ions are Louth and Gorman in  the north-east ,  Maynooth,  F ing las  and Carr ickmines in 

                                                
11 Ne twork re in fo rcement ,  in  add i t i on  to  the  sha l low connec t ion ,  tha t  a l l ows  connec t ing  
genera tors  to  expor t  the i r  fu l l  capac i ty .  
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Dubl in12,  Ark low, Great  Is land and Cu l lenagh in  the south-east ,  C lashavoon, Knockraha,  

K i l lonan and Tarbert  in  the south-west ,  F lagford and Cashla in  the west and 

Shannonbr idge in  the mid lands.  
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F igure 7-1 220 kV Stat ions Studied for  Generat ion Capabi l i ty  

The ITC resu l ts  for  generat ion at  220 kV stat ions are presented in  Tab les 7-1,  7-2 and 

7-3,  for  the years  2007,  2009 and 2012 respect ive ly .  The leve ls  of  ava i lab le ITC are 

c lass i f ied as:   

•  Very h igh  ⎯  more than 400 MW;  

•  High ⎯  between 250 and 400 MW; 

•  Medium ⎯  between 100 and 250 MW; 

•  Low ⎯  less than 100 MW. 

The connect ion of  new generat ion to the gr id ,  addi t iona l  to the current forecasts  and 

assumpt ions,  wi l l  a l ter  the expected power f lows.  The f igures in  brackets  in  Tables 7-1 

to 7-3 prov ide a cross reference between the medium or  low ITCs and the tables in 

Appendix F which prov ides addit iona l  informat ion regard ing the l ike ly  sca le of  

deve lopment requ ired to increase the ITCs.  Reference numbers pref ixed with a “P” 

ind icate that  the TSO has in i t ia ted projects which wi l l  overcome the constra int;  a  “C” 

                                                
12 Wh i le  Maynooth  i s  in  Co .  K i lda re ,  i t  fo rms an in tegra l  pa r t  o f  the  gr id  supp ly ing  the  load  in  
Dub l in .  
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ind icates that  p lans are be ing progressed to dea l  wi th the constra int ;  an “F”  means that  

fur ther invest igat ion is  requi red before a so lut ion is  se lected.  

As descr ibed in  Sect ion 6.1 in  Chapter  6,  resu l ts  for  t ransfers  to the “South” are drawn 

f rom the resul ts  of  four  d i f ferent  scenar ios  of  generat ion reduct ion in the south,  

inc lud ing that  represented by t ransfers  to the South-East  in prev ious Forecast  

Statements .  The resul ts  of  these four  d i f ferent  scenar ios  have been merged in Tab les 7-

1 to 7-3 for s impl ic i ty .   

Table 7-1 Incrementa l  Transfer Capabi l i ty  for Generat ion at 220 kV Stat ions in 2007 

Transfer  To 
220 kV Stat ion 

Dubl in  South West  

Ark low Very High  Low (P2) Very High  
Carr ickmines Very High  Low (P1) Medium  (P4) 
Cash la  Low  (P2) Low (P2) Low  (P2) 
C lashavoon Low  (P5) Medium (P5) Low  (P3) 
Cu l lenagh Very High  Medium (C8) High  
F ing las High  Low (P1) Medium  (F1) 
F lagford Low  (P2) Low (P2) Very High  
Gorman Very High  Low (P1) Very High  
Great  Is land Very High  Low (C1) High  
K i l lonan Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low (P3) 
Knockraha Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low  (P3) 
Louth Very High  Low (P1) Very H igh  
Maynooth Very High  Low (P1) High  
Shannonbr idge High  Low (P1) H igh  

T
ra

n
sf

e
r 

F
ro

m
 

Tarbert  Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low (P3) 
Table 7-2 Incrementa l  Transfer Capabi l i ty  for Generat ion at 220 kV Stat ions in 2009 

Transfer  To 
220 kV Stat ion 

Dubl in  South West  

Ark low Very High  Low (C1) Very High  
Carr ickmines Very High  Low (P1) Low (C3) 
Cash la  Medium  (P2) Low (P2) Medium  (P2) 
C lashavoon Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low  (P3) 
Cul lenagh High  H igh  H igh  
F ing las High  Low (P1) High   
F lagford Medium (P2) Low (P2) Very High  
Gorman Very High  Low (P1) Very High  
Great  Is land High  Low (C1) High  
K i l lonan Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low (P3) 
Knockraha Low  (P5) Low (P5) Low  (P3) 
Louth Very High  Low (P1) Very H igh  
Maynooth Very High  Low (P1) High  
Shannonbr idge Medium (P5) Low (P1) Medium (P5) 

T
ra

n
sf

e
r 

F
ro

m
 

Tarbert  Low  (P9) Low (P5) Low (P3) 
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Table 7-3 Incrementa l  Transfer Capabi l i ty  for Generat ion at 220 kV Stat ions in 2012 

Transfer  To 
220 kV Stat ion 

Dubl in  South West  

Ark low Very High  Medium (C1) Very High  
Carr ickmines Very High  Low (C3) Medium (C3) 
Cash la  Very High  Low (C2) Very High   
C lashavoon Medium  (C6) Low (P3) Low  (P3) 
Cul lenagh High  Medium (C8) High  
F ing las Very High  Low (C3) Medium (C9) 
F lagford Very High  Low (C2) Very High  
Gorman Very High  Medium (C9) Very High  
Great  Is land Very High  Medium (C8) High  
K i l lonan Medium  (F4) Low (P3) Low (P3) 
Knockraha High   Low (P3) Low  (P3) 
Louth Very H igh  Medium (C9) Very H igh  
Maynooth Very High  Low (C3) Very High  
Shannonbr idge Medium (F3) Medium (C2) Very H igh  

T
ra

n
sf

e
r 

F
ro

m
 

Tarbert  H igh   Medium (C5) Low (P3) 

A sens i t iv i ty  s tudy was carr ied out  to assess the impact  of  cons ider ing incrementa l  

t ransfers  to Northern Ire land in  addi t ion to the Dubl in ,  South and West generat ion 

groups.  The resu lts  of  the sens i t iv i ty  showed that  the 2009 ITCs f rom Cul lenagh to the 

Dubl in ,  South and West  groups is  “High” but  the ITC to Northern Ire land is  “Medium”.  In 

a l l  other  cases the ITCs to Northern Ire land are the same or  bet ter  than the most  

l imi t ing ITCs.   

The resu lts  of  the ITC ana lys is  are used to der ive the opportun i t ies  for new generat ion,  

d iscussed in Sect ion 7.3.  The lowest  ITC f rom a stat ion is  genera l ly  the t ransfer that  

determines the opportun i ty  for  generat ion at  that  s tat ion. I t  shou ld be noted that  the 

capabi l i ty  for  each stat ion is  tested ind iv idua l ly;  the resul ts  are,  therefore,  not  

cumulat ive.   

Th is  Transmiss ion Forecast  Statement (TFS) inc ludes re inforcements that have been 

se lected and in i t iated as projects .  In  rea l i ty ,  add i t iona l  deve lopments are expected to be 

ident i f ied and,  i f  implemented,  are l ike ly  to fur ther  improve the incrementa l  t ransfer  

capabi l i t ies  in  2012.  

7.2 ITC RESULTS FOR SMALLER GENERATION AT SELECTED 110 KV 

STATIONS  

Thir ty- f ive 110 kV stat ions were examined in the ana lys is  of  the gr id ’s  capabi l i ty  to  

accommodate smal ler  generators .  Th is compares wi th 33 stat ions ana lysed in  

Transmiss ion Forecast  Statement 2005-2011.  The 35 stat ions were chosen on the bas is  
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of  feedback f rom interested deve lopers .  F igure 7-2 shows how these stat ions are wide ly  

d ispersed and therefore representat ive of  the ent i re  country .  

Th is  sect ion looks at  the ab i l i ty  of  se lected 110 kV stat ions to accept generat ion. Th is  

in format ion is  usefu l  in  ident i fy ing opportuni t ies  for the connect ion of  smal ler  

generat ion stat ions,  typ ica l ly  up to 100 MW in s ize.  Generators  larger  than th is  would 

normal ly  be connected at  220 kV.  

The resu l ts  of  the stud ies are presented in  Table 7-4.  Stat ions are grouped in  the tab le 

by e lect r ica l  area.  As in  the case with the 220 kV resu l ts ,  the capabi l i ty  for  each stat ion 

is  tested ind iv idua l ly  and hence the resu l ts  are not  cumulat ive.  
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F igure 7-2 110 kV Stat ions Studied for  Generat ion Capabi l i ty  

The f igures in  brackets  in  Tab le 7-4 prov ide a cross reference between the low ITCs and 

the tab les in  Appendix F that prov ide addi t iona l  in format ion regarding the p lans to 

address the constra ints or  the l ike ly  sca le  of  deve lopment requ i red to increase the ITCs.  

In summary,  the TSO is  progress ing projects to address the constra ints  ident i f ied as 

“P1”,  “P2” and “P3”,  and has p lans to address the “C2” constra int in  the near  future.   
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Table 7-4 Capabi l i ty  for New Generat ion at  110 kV Stat ions,  MW 

Region Station 2007 2009 2012 

Drybridge <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 160  

Dundalk <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 120  

Meath Hill <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 110  
North-east 

Ratrussan 10 (F5) <10 (P1) 10 (F5) 

Bellacorick <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Carrick-on-Shannon <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Castlebar <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Cathaleen’s Fall <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Corderry <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Letterkenny <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

North-west 

Sligo <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Athlone <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Mullingar <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Portlaoise <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 140  

Thurles 120  120  130  

Midlands 

Tipperary 110  110  110  

Agannygal 50  50  30  

Ennis 100  50  20 (C2) West 

Galway <10 (P2) <10 (P2) 10 (C2) 

Carlow <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 130  

Crane <10 (P2) 40  110  

Doon 130  130  130  

Dungarvan <10 (C1) 120  120  

Kilkenny <10 (P1) <10 (P1) 130  

South-east 

Waterford <10 (P2) 60  120  

Charleville <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 
Clonkeen <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Cow Cross <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Dunmanway <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Macroom <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Mallow <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Marina <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Rathkeale <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

Tralee <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

South-west 

Trien <10 (P3) <10 (P3) <10 (P3) 

A sens i t iv i ty  s tudy was carr ied out  to assess the impact  of  cons ider ing incrementa l  

t ransfers  to Northern Ire land in  addi t ion to the Dubl in ,  South and West generat ion 
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groups.  The resu l ts  of  the sens i t iv i ty  showed that  the capabi l i t ies  at  some of  the 

mid land and southern stat ions were reduced in  2009.  

7.3 OPPORTUNITY FOR NEW GENERATION  

Opportun i t ies  are large ly  dependent on the s ize and locat ion of  the connect ing 

generat ion p lant .  The connect ion of  a large 400 MW generat ion stat ion ( the s ize of  some 

recent  connect ion appl icat ions)  has a much greater  impact  on power f lows than smal ler  

un its  or  typica l  demand increases.  400 MW represents  a lmost  10% of the peak demand 

to date.  The connect ion of  such a large generator  i s  l ike ly  to dramat ica l ly  a l ter  power 

f lows,  and in most  cases st ress the network beyond i ts  present  capac i ty ,  requi r ing 

s ign i f i cant  re inforcements to the gr id .  The resu l ts  of  the t ransfer  s tud ies ind icate that  

there are no locat ions on the gr id  that  a large 400 MW generator  cou ld connect  wi thout  

the need for  network re in forcements .  In genera l  opportun i t ies  for smal ler  un i ts  to 

connect ,  wi thout the need for  fur ther  re in forcements,  are more preva lent .  

The opportun it ies descr ibed here are der ived f rom the resu l ts  of  the t ransfer  stud ies 

descr ibed in  the prev ious sect ion.  For  a g iven s ize of  generator i t  i s  l ike ly  that 

connect ion in  an area of  h igher  opportun i ty  wi l l  incur less re inforcement than connect ion 

of  a s imi lar  generator in an area of  a lower opportun i ty .   

7.3.1 Opportunities for Large Generators Connected at 220 kV 

The resu l ts  f rom the 220 kV transfer  s tud ies show that  there is  l imited spare capac i ty  in  

the network for  new large generators .  Connect ion of  a large generator  i s  therefore l ike ly  

to requi re some leve l  of  deep re inforcement to a l low i t  fu l l  gr id access.  The best  

opportun i t ies  current ly  ex is t  in  the south-east .  The ITCs for  Cu l lenagh ind icate that  

between 100 MW and 250 MW of  generat ion can be accommodated there in  a l l  years wi th 

a somewhat h igher capabi l i ty  of  between 250 and 400 MW in 2009.  The ITCs for  Great 

Is land,  a l though low, cou ld be improved with in  the lead-t ime of  a new generat ion 

deve lopment.   

The most  s ign i f i cant  l imi t  impact ing on opportun i t ies  i s  the constra int  on power 

t ransfers  into the south-west  resul t ing f rom increased generat ion outs ide the area.  

However ,  the TSO’s  p lans for  network deve lopment wi l l  de l iver  improved opportun i t ies  

towards the end of  the seven-year per iod.  Two major deve lopments due for  complet ion 

by the end of  2009 and ear ly 2010 – the Moneypoint-Tarbert  400 kV c i rcu i t  and the new 

400/220 kV stat ion near Nenagh – wi l l  c reate more paths into and out of  the south-west .   

Whi le  the 2012 ITC resu l ts  s t i l l  show that  t ransfers  to the south-west  are l imi ted 

fo l lowing the expected complet ion of  these projects ,  the informat ion prov ided on 

constra ints ,  in  Tab les 7-1 to 7-3 and in  Appendix F,  ind icates that  the TSO has p lans to 

address these potent ia l  l imi ts .  Furthermore sens i t iv i ty  ana lys is  shows that  the next 
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constra ints  on t ransfers into the south-west  are such that  they cou ld be removed wi th in 

the lead-t ime of  a  generat ion deve lopment.  Opportun i t ies  in  the south-west  are lower 

than in  prev ious Forecast  Statements ,  re f lect ing the impact  of  increased generat ion 

capac i ty  recent ly  connected or  p lanned for  the area.  Th is  does not  necessar i ly  imply that 

there wi l l  be a h igh leve l  of  constra ints  in the south-west .    

Opportun i t ies  in  the north-west  and the north-east  in  2012 cou ld be s ign i f icant ly  

improved i f  requ ired by re la t ive ly  short  lead-t ime network deve lopments .  However ,  

opportun i t ies  at  Louth may be impacted by the ex is t ing h igh fau l t  leve ls  at  the stat ion, 

as d iscussed in  Sect ion 7.3.2.  

7.3.2 Impact of Short Circuit Levels on Opportunity for Large 

Generators 

The impact of  new generat ion on short  c i rcu i t  leve ls  was examined as part  of  the 

ana lys is  to determine opportun i ty  for  new generat ion. As h igh short  c i rcu i t  leve ls 

const i tute a safety  i ssue i t  is  important  that  prob lems are addressed before the 

connect ion of  the new generator .  

The study model led the connect ion of  a  new 400 MW generator  at  each of  the se lected 

220 kV stat ions in  turn. The fau l t  currents  were ca lcu lated at  a l l  buses for  each case for  

winter  peak 2007,  2009 and 2012.  The resu l ts  ind icate that  adding 400 MW of  

generat ion at  any of  the 220 kV stat ions has some impact  on the a l ready h igh fau l t  

levels  at  Dubl in ,  Tarbert ,  Cork or  Louth,  with generat ion connect ing c lose to these 

stat ions having the greater impact .  I f  a new generator  wished to locate in  any of  these 

areas,  more deta i led stud ies of  c i rcu i t  breaker duty would be necessary,  to  determine i f  

remedia l  act ion was requ i red.   

C losure of  Tarbert  generat ion p lant,  announced by the ESB af ter the data f reeze for  th is  

TFS,  wi l l  reduce short  c i rcu i t  leve ls  at  the stat ion.  

7.3.3 Opportunities for Smaller Generators Connected at 110 kV 

Connect ion of  smal l  generat ion stat ions,  wi th a capac i ty  of  the order  of  100 MW or less,  

would usua l ly  be at  110 kV. Table 7-4 summar ises the resu l ts  of  s tud ies to determine 

the capac i ty of  new generat ion that can be connected at  se lected 110 kV stat ions.  The 

patterns are s imi lar  to the 220 kV resu l ts  across the three years ,  wi th the same system 

constra ints impact ing on generat ion in  s imi lar  areas.  

The resu l ts  for  2009 and 2012 are presented graphica l ly  in  F igure 7-3.  The resul ts  for  

2007 are s imi lar  to  those for  2009.  The graphics  ind icate that  in  2009 there is  spare 

capac i ty  for connect ing addi t iona l  generat ion at s tat ions around Cahir  and around Ennis .  

Connect ion of  generat ion e lsewhere is  l ike ly  to requi re deep re inforcements.  
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As in  the case of  the 220 kV ana lys is ,  opportun i t ies  are l imi ted by network constra ints ,  

part icu lar ly  re lat ing to power t ransfers  to the south-west .  The improved resu l ts  for  2012 

ind icate the benef i t  of  the network deve lopment programme. In addit ion to the Cahi r  

and Ennis  areas,  opportun it ies are increased in the north-east  and the south-east .  The 

re lat ive ly  low opportun it ies  in  the north-west  in  2012 could be s ign i f icant ly  improved 

wi th in  the lead-t ime of  a  typ ica l  generat ion deve lopment by uprat ing the l imi t ing c i rcu i t .  

The opportun i t ies  shown are re levant  for  generators connect ing d i rect ly  at  the stat ions, 

where demand13 connected loca l ly  at  the stat ion absorbs some of  the output  f rom the 

generator .  Th is  i s  not the case for  generators  looped into a 110 kV l ine,  and so 

opportun i t ies  for  such deve lopments are l ike ly  to be more l imited.  Addi t iona l  new 

generat ion embedded on the d is t r ibut ion system could l imit  opportun i t ies  fur ther .   

7.4 IMPACT OF CHANGES SINCE THE DATA FREEZE 

Since the data f reeze at  the end of  December 2005,  a number of  changes in  project ions 

have occurred.   

A number of  embedded wind farms are p lanned for  Co.  Donega l ,  Co.  Cork and Co.  

Wexford.  I t  i s  expected that  the network wi l l  need to be re in forced to accommodate the 

increased wind generat ion,  which may create addi t iona l  capac i ty  for  other  generat ion.   

                                                
13 The  fo recas t  o f  l oca l  demand fo r  each  s ta t ion  i s  inc luded in  the  re levant  tab les  in  Append ix  C .  

  

F igure 7-3 Capabi l i ty  for New Generat ion at  110 kV Stat ions in 2009 and 2012  
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The TSO has advanced i ts  p lans to refurb ish a number of  t ransmiss ion l ines which in 

some cases wi l l  resu l t  in  increased l ine capac i t ies .  In part icu lar ,  the increased rat ing of  

the Ardnacrusha-K i l lonan and Ardnacrusha-L imer ick 110 kV l ines wi l l  reduce a constra int  

on get t ing power out  of  the south-west .  More in format ion on th is  constra int  is  prov ided 

in Appendix F.  

ESB has announced i ts  intent ion to c lose Tarbert  power s tat ion by 2010.  Th is  would 

remove 589 MW of  generat ion capac i ty  f rom the system. The impact  on opportun i t ies  for 

other  generat ion wi l l  depend on the sequence and t iming of  the Tarbert  un i t  c losures, 

other potent ia l  generat ion connect ions and the t iming of  p lanned network 

re inforcements in the south-west .  

7.5 HOW TO USE THE INFORMATION FOR GENERATION 

Al though not  every s tat ion was cons idered,  the resu l ts  presented can be regarded as a 

gu ide to opportun i t ies  at  other s tat ions in  the same area.  Those consider ing 

deve lopment of  generat ion in  the Republ ic  of  I re land shou ld consu l t  the maps in  

Appendix A to f ind the nearest s tat ion to the i r  proposed deve lopment for which 

opportuni ty has been assessed. For  generat ion greater  than 100 MW the nearest 220 kV 

stat ion would be appropr iate.  Smal ler  generators  shou ld cons ider  the 110 kV stat ions. 

The opportun i ty  for  generat ion at  the re levant  nearest  s tat ion wi l l  prov ide a reasonable 

ind icat ion of  whether  the deve lopment under cons iderat ion is  l ike ly to necess i ta te 

network re in forcements.   

The fo l lowing example is  presented as an i l lustrat ion of  how to use the in format ion 

prov ided.  Deve lopers  cons ider ing connect ing a 50 MW generator  in  Car low in 2010 would 

see by look ing at the map that  Car low stat ion is  the nearest  110 kV t ransmiss ion stat ion  

tested for  generat ion opportun i ty .  The capabi l i ty  resu l ts  presented in  Table 7-4 show 

that the opportun i ty  at Car low is  less  than 10 MW in 2009 but 130 MW in 2012. Th is  

means that i f  p lanned network re inforcements  are commiss ioned as expected, generat ion  

cou ld expect  to be connected in  th is  per iod wi thout the need for  fur ther  deve lopment.  

The resu lts  of  the analys is  descr ibed above are dependent  on the assumpt ions made 

about generat ion and demand, and on the complet ion dates of  t ransmiss ion 

re inforcement projects as descr ibed in  th is  s tatement.  In eva luat ing the resul ts  and 

statements of  opportun ity ,  the generat ion deve loper  shou ld cons ider these assumpt ions. 

In addit ion they should be aware of  any subsequent  deve lopments that  may change 

these assumpt ions and hence the opportun ity  resu l ts .  For  instance,  i f  other  new 

generators  s ign agreements for  connect ion in  an area that  are shown to have 

opportuni ty  they wi l l  use up some or  a l l  ava i lab le capac i ty .  Up-to-date in format ion on 

appl icat ions and new generat ion connect ion agreements is  ava i lab le  on www.eirgrid.com 

under ‘Customers/Pol icy/Connect ion Offer Process ’ .  Before making any commerc ia l  
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dec is ions the deve lopers should contact E i rGr id for  d iscuss ions on the proposed 

deve lopment.  

There are a number of  technica l ,  commercia l  and t iming issues re la t ing to the 

connect ion of  new generat ion to the t ransmiss ion system that  are spec i f i c  to any 

ind iv idua l  proposal .  E i rGr id wi l l  d iscuss potent ia l  generat ion proposa ls wi th deve lopers in  

the st r ic test  conf idence.  In addit ion,  E i rGr id wi l l  ana lyse generat ion connect ions on a 

consu l tancy bas is  wi th the a im of  ident i fy ing some of  these issues before a deve loper 

proceeds to a formal  request  for  connect ion to the t ransmiss ion system.  

A document ent i t led 'Process for Connect ion '  can be found on www.e i rgr id .com under 

‘Customers/Pol icy/Connect ion Offer  Process ’ .  Th is  document sets  out  the method by 

which a formal  of fer  of  connect ion to the t ransmiss ion system may be obta ined by a 

generat ion scheme or  demand deve loper .  Th is TFS is  publ i shed so le ly  for  the purposes 

of  Sect ion 38 of  the 1999 E lectr ic i ty  Act  and is not  intended to have any lega l  ef fect  in  

re lat ion to the negot iat ion of  contractua l  terms for  connect ions to the transmiss ion 

system. 

 




